
 

WATER AND LIGHT COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 

JANUARY 21, 2020 
 

The regular meeting of the Water and Light Commission was called to order in the Worthington 

Public Utilities Conference Room at 3:00 P.M. by President Gary Hoffmann with the following 

members present:   Michael Harmon, Deb Weg, Kathy Hayenga  and Chad Nixon. 

 

Staff members present were Scott Hain, General Manager; Deb Scheidt, Secretary to the 

Commission 

 

Others present:  None 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS/CLOSURE 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hayenga, seconded by Commissioner Nixon and 

unanimously carried to close the agenda as presented. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Weg, seconded by Commissioner Harmon and 

unanimously carried to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Water and Light Commission minutes of the regular meeting held on January 6, 2020 

 Staff reports for December 2019 

 Utility bills payable totaling $394,884.27 for January 10 and January 17, 2020 

 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND SALES REPORTS 
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nixon, seconded by Commissioner Hayenga and 

unanimously carried to accept the sales reports for December 2019. 

 

PURCHASING POLICY 
  

Scott Hain, General Manager, presented the proposed modifications to the existing Worthington 

Public Utilities Purchasing Policy to the Commission for consideration.  The modifications are 

based on changes made to the Uniform Municipal Contracting Law during the 2018 legislative 

session. 

 

After review, a motion was made by Commissioner Weg, seconded by Commissioner Nixon and 

unanimously carried to approve the proposed changes. 
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UTILITY COMMISSION TERM LIMIT SURVEY 

 

At their January 6, 2020, Water & Light Commission meeting, concern was expressed by the 

Commission that, with the departure of Commissioner Hoffmann, the remaining four 

Commission members would only have a combined 11 years of experience on the Commission 

and directed Scott Hain, General Manager, to investigate a proposed change to the Water and 

Light Commission by-laws that would eliminate term limits. 

 

Based on that discussion, Mr. Hain coordinated a survey with the Minnesota Municipal Utilities 

Association (MMUA) regarding utility governing body term limits. 

 

A total of 58 of the 125 municipal utilities in the state (46.4%) responded to the survey.  

Following are the results of the survey: 

 

 21 of the 58 respondents (36.2%) are governed by city council 

 37 of the 58 respondents (63.8%) are governed by boards or commissions 

 

 Of the 37 respondents governed by boards or commissions: 

o 2 of the 37 respondents (5.4%) have elected members 

o 35 of the 37 respondents (94.6%) have appointed members 

 

 Of the 35 respondents that have appointed boards or commissions: 

o 24 of the 35 respondents (68.6% ) have no term limits 

o 11 of the 35 respondents (31.4%) have term limits 

 

 Of the 11 respondents that have terms limits: 

o 2 of the 11 respondents (18.2%) have two five-year terms 

o 1 of the 11 respondents (9.1%) have two four-plus year terms 

o 7 of the 11 respondents (63.6%) have three three-year terms 

o 1 of the 11 respondents (9.1%) have two four-year terms 

 

In summary, out of the 58 utilities responding, the members of 47 of the governing bodies (81%) 

are not subject to term limits. 

 

After reviewing the results of the survey, it was the consensus of Commission members that the 

topic of amending the bylaws to eliminate term limits should be re-visited after Commissioner 

Hoffmann’s replacement is appointed and seated.  Continued discussion was tentatively 

scheduled for the Water and Light Commission annual meeting on May 4, 2020. 

 

Mr. Hain reminded Commission members to be thinking of names to present to the Nominating 

Committee to fill President Hoffmann’s seat when he completes his third and final term on 

March 31, 2020. 
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MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL UTILITIES ASSOCIATION (MMUA) LEGISLATIVE 

CONFERENCE 
 

Discussion was held regarding attendance at the Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association 

Legislative Conference being held on March 31 - April 1, 2020, in St. Paul, Minnesota.  

Commission members were asked to let staff know as soon as possible regarding attendance. 

 

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Staff and the Commission reviewed the updated Concept 11 designs for the Dugdale housing 

project.   

 

GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
 

The General Manager had nothing additional to report. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nixon, seconded by Commissioner Hayenga and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:16 P.M.  President Hoffmann declared the 

meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

Deb A. Scheidt 

Secretary to the Commission 

 


