
 

WATER AND LIGHT COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 2, 2020 
 

The regular meeting of the Water and Light Commission was called to order in the Worthington 

Public Utilities Conference Room at 3:00 P.M. by President Gary Hoffmann with the following 

members present:   Michael Harmon, Deb Weg, Kathy Hayenga and Chad Nixon 

 

Staff members present were Scott Hain, General Manager; Deb Scheidt, Secretary to the 

Commission 

 

Others present:  None 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS/CLOSURE 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nixon, seconded by Commissioner Hayenga and 

unanimously carried to close the agenda as presented. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Weg, seconded by Commissioner Harmon and 

unanimously carried to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Water and Light Commission minutes of the regular meeting held on January 21, 2020 

 Sales and staff reports for January 2020 

 Utility bills payable totaling $533,737.51 for January 24, January 31, February 7, 

February 14, February 21 and February 28, 2020 

 

2019 SAFETY, SERVICE QUALITY AND DISTRIBUTION RELIABILITY 

STANDARDS 
  

Scott Hain, General Manager, reviewed the Worthington Public Utilities 2019 Safety, Service 

Quality and Distribution Reliability Standards report with Commission members.  Minnesota 

statutes require that municipally-owned electric utilities make an annual report on their adopted 

standards to their local governing body.  The 2019 Commission-adopted goals were: 

 

SAIDI (minutes) 10.00 or less 

SAIFI (frequency) 0.33 or less 

CAIDI (minutes) 60.00 or less 

 

Mr. Hain reported that the SAIDI (4.178), SAIFI (0.079) and CAIDI (52.288) goals were met in 

2019. 

 

After review of the report, a motion was made by Commissioner Nixon, seconded by 

Commissioner Hayenga and unanimously carried to formally accept the 2019 Safety, Service 
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Quality and Distribution Reliability Standards report and to retain the same SAIDI, SAIFI and 

CAIDI goals for 2020. 

 

WSB PROPOSAL 

 

On June 18, 2018, the Water and Light Commission authorized staff to enter into an agreement 

with WSB to conduct a biological filtration water treatment pilot study to determine the 

feasibility of biological filtration as an alternative to our current treatment process.  The 21-week 

pilot project was completed on August 16, 2019, and indicated that our facility would be a 

candidate for biological treatment. 

 

As a result of the pilot study, Scott Hain, General Manager, requested and received a proposal 

from WSB to conduct a feasibility study at our water treatment plant for the conversion to 

biological filtration.  The proposal received outlines that the study would include cost estimates 

for capital costs to rehabilitate the nearly thirty-year-old plant and to retrofit the existing facility 

to operate as a biological filtration plant.  The study would also include an estimation of the 

operational costs to treat water biologically and estimate the projected annual savings that could 

be realized over the long-term.  WSB would complete the proposed services with time billed on 

an hourly basis with a not-to-exceed cap of $29,878.  The 2020 Water Department budget 

includes $20,000 for the study. After discussion it was the consensus of the Commission that 

utility staff proceed with the proposed feasibility study. 

 

UTILITY UPDATE 

  

Scott Hain, General Manager, updated the Commission on the computer change-outs that 

recently took place, the equalization pump station project, MRES and Lewis & Clark related 

activities, the Diagonal Road shop remodel project and well level updates. 

 

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Weg updated the Commission on the recent discussions taking place at the 

Worthington Regional Economic Development (WREDC) Board of Directors and Steering 

Committee meetings regarding the future direction of WREDC.  The Steering Committee, 

consisting of two WREDC board members, two WREDC ex officio representatives and three 

private sector representatives, was established to redefine the direction of WREDC since the 

resignation of its Executive Director in September 2019.  The Steering Committee anticipates 

presenting a plan to the WREDC Board of Directors in June 2020. 

 

GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
 

The General Manager had nothing additional to report. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Harmon, seconded by Commissioner Nixon and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:54 P.M.  President Hoffmann declared the 

meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

Deb A. Scheidt 

Secretary to the Commission 

 


