
 

 

WATER AND LIGHT COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 4, 2020 
 

The regular meeting of the Water and Light Commission was called to order at 3:00 P.M. by 

President Deb Weg with the following members present:  Mike Harmon, Kathy Hayenga, Chad 

Nixon and Randy Thompson.  Commission members participated remotely. 

 

Scott Hain, General Manager, and Deb Scheidt, Secretary to the Commission, participated and 

were located at the Worthington Public Utilities Conference Room. 

 

Others participating remotely:  None 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS/CLOSURE 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Thompson and seconded by Commissioner Nixon to close 

the agenda as presented. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, the following Commission members voted aye:  Deb Weg, Mike Harmon, 

Kathy Hayenga, Chad Nixon and Randy Thompson 

 

Voting nay:  none 

 

Absent and not voting:  none 

 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nixon and seconded by Commissioner Hayenga to 

approve the consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Water and Light Commission minutes of the regular meeting held on April 20, 2020 

 Utility bills payable totaling $74,185.46 for April 24 and May 1, 2020 

 

Upon a roll call vote, the following Commission members voted aye:  Deb Weg, Mike Harmon, 

Kathy Hayenga, Chad Nixon and Randy Thompson 

 

Voting nay:  none 

 

Absent and not voting:  none 

 

AWARD BID FOR WEST LAKE AVENUE CONCRETE RESTORATION 
 

At their April 6, 2020, regular meeting, the Commission approved plans and authorized 

advertising for bids for the West Lake Avenue Concrete Restoration Project to be received on 

May 1, 2020, and considered for award at their May 4, 2020, meeting.  Scott Hain, General 

Manager, presented the five bids that were received. 
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 Company Amount  

 Ideal Landscape & Design, Inc. $198,409.00  

 LT1 Construction, LLC $198,512.50   

 McCuen Construction, Inc. $219,133.00  

 Duininck, Inc. $262,990.00  

 Hoffman Concrete, Inc. (dba Minneopa Concrete) $411,098.12   

 

Mr. Hain reported that a total of $319,000 is included in the 2020 water fund budget.  At the time 

the Commission authorized advertising for bids the estimated total project cost was $270,000 

based on an estimated construction amount of $207,762.40. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Harmon and seconded by Commissioner Hayenga to 

award the bid for the West Lake Avenue Concrete Restoration Project to the low qualified 

bidder, Ideal Landscape & Design, Inc., in the amount of $198,409. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, the following Commission members voted aye:  Deb Weg, Mike Harmon, 

Kathy Hayenga, Chad Nixon and Randy Thompson 

 

Voting nay:  none 

 

Absent and not voting:  none 

 

APPROVE PLANS AND AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR THE 2020 

SEWER AND WATER RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT 

 

Scott Hain, General Manager, presented plans for the 2020 Sewer and Water Reconstruction 

Project. 

 

The water portion of the project includes reconstruction of the main on 2
nd

 Avenue from near 

10th Street to 13
th

 Street and on 11
th

 Street from 6
th

 Avenue through 4
th

 Avenue.  The total 

estimated cost for the water main reconstruction, including engineering and contingencies, is 

$1,108,000. The 2020 water fund budget includes a total of $1,010,210.  It is proposed to finance 

the overrun totaling $97,790 through use of water fund reserves. 

 

The sanitary sewer portion of the project includes reconstruction of the main on 2
nd

 Avenue from 

near 10th Street to 13
th

 Street.  The estimated total project cost is $400,000.  The amount 

included in the 2020 wastewater fund budget is $416,000. 

 

Mr. Hain reported that the 2
nd

 Avenue sewer and water projects will extend through two areas of 

contamination and that additional expenses are anticipated for disposing of contaminated soil and 

trench water encountered and for environmental professional services. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nixon and seconded by Commissioner Hayenga to 

approve the plans and specifications and authorize advertisement for bids to be received on May 

29, 2020, and considered for award at the June 1, 2020, Water and Light Commission meeting.  

 

Upon a roll call vote, the following Commission members voted aye:  Deb Weg, Mike Harmon, 

Kathy Hayenga, Chad Nixon and Randy Thompson 
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Voting nay:  none 

 

Absent and not voting:  none 

 

WATER AND LIGHT COMMISSION UPDATED 2020 MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

Scott Hain, General Manager, reported that the 2020 schedule of regular meetings approved by 

the Commission at their December 16, 2019, meeting did not include a regular meeting date on 

June 1, 2020.  Since the Commission will consider bids for the 2020 Sewer and Water 

Reconstruction Project on June 1, 2020, the Commission was asked to schedule a regular 

meeting for June 1.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Harmon and seconded by Commissioner Thompson to 

schedule a regular Water and Light Commission meeting for June 1, 2020. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, the following Commission members voted aye:  Deb Weg, Mike Harmon, 

Kathy Hayenga, Chad Nixon and Randy Thompson 

 

Voting nay:  none 

 

Absent and not voting:  none 

 

CONSUMER CONFIDENCE REPORT 

 

The 1996 Safe Drinking Water Act included a requirement that all public water suppliers provide 

their customers with an annual report on water quality known as a Consumer Confidence Report 

(CCR).  Customers must be notified by mailing or emailing a notification that the report is 

available via website or by mailing or emailing the report.  Distribution of the report must be 

completed by July 1 each year. 

 

Scott Hain, General Manager, reported that utility staff has opted to mail the proposed 

notification provided to the Commission informing our customers that the CCR is available on 

WPU’s website.  The notification will be mailed with the May 2020 utility billing and posted on 

our website prior to the notice being mailed. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nixon and seconded by Commissioner Thompson to 

approve the notification to be distributed with the May 2020 utility billing informing customers 

that the CCR is posted on Worthington Public Utilities website. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, the following Commission members voted aye:  Deb Weg, Mike Harmon, 

Kathy Hayenga, Chad Nixon and Randy Thompson 

 

Voting nay:  none 

 

Absent and not voting:  none 
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MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES 55
th

 ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) 55th Annual 

Meeting will be held via webinar from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 6.  The 

webinar will include a showing of the “Year In Review” video, recognition of two Community 

Leader Award recipients, one Maurice A. TePaske Public Official Award recipient and 

comments from the MRES CEO and the MRES Chairman of the Board.  Commissioners Weg 

and Thompson requested registration for the webinar. 

 

GENERAL UPDATE 

 

Scott Hain, General Manager, provided a general update on the following items: 

 

 Due to the current pandemic situation, the Department of Commerce and the Public 

Utilities Commission requested in mid-March that municipal utilities voluntarily extend 

the Cold Weather Rule (CWR) customer protections from April 15, 2020, to May 15, 

2020.  Mr. Hain reported that Worthington Public Utilities agreed to extend the 

protections and also included municipal water service.  Mr. Hain reported that WPU is 

currently also waiving application of late fees and is also working with commercial 

customers not normally covered under the CWR.  During discussion, Mr. Hain proposed 

extending the protections currently in place to June 15, 2020, or until the end of the 

peacetime emergency declaration, whichever occurs first.  The Commission was in 

concurrence with Mr. Hain’s proposal. 

 Provided an update on the anticipated impacts of the JBS shutdown noting that the 

biggest impact will be noticed in the Water Department. 

 Since Worthington Public Utilities (WPU) is the only office open to the general public in 

the Nobles County Government Center the 9
th

 Street entrance to the facility must be 

monitored during WPU business hours to prevent access to the remainder of the building.  

Since the busy season for the electric, water and wastewater departments is approaching 

it is becoming more difficult to provide utility staff to monitor.  Public Works has part 

time employees they are bringing back for the summer months and have offered their part 

time employees to assist in monitoring the 9
th

 Street entrance from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 

p.m.  A Customer Service employee will continue to monitor from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 Provided an update on the JBS freezer expansion plan.  The plan would require the 

expansion of Substation #2 or the construction of a new Substation #3.  The Substation 

#2 expansion would require additional property to accommodate the expansion.  The 

adjacent property owner has been contacted and discussions have been initiated. 

 Discussed holding future Water and Light Commission meetings via Zoom instead of 

conference calling as we have for the April 20 and May 4 regular meetings.  Mr. Hain 

reported that we have the capability to move to Zoom and there are some items he would 

present to the Commission via screen share using Zoom.  The Commission was in favor 

of moving forward with Zoom. 
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COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Thompson reported that the Housing Committee has received information on 

approving preliminary plats, completing construction documents and lot pricing for the Dugdale 

housing project and that the project will be moving forward in the coming months. 

 

Commissioner Nixon added to Commissioner Thompson’s report stating that the City Council is 

scheduled to receive a public improvement report on May 11, 2020, and an improvement hearing 

is scheduled for June 8, 2020.  The Housing Committee is hoping to present a preliminary plat to 

the Planning and Zoning Commission on June 2, 2020, and to the City Council for consideration 

on June 8, 2020. 

 

Commissioner Weg reported that the Worthington Regional Economic Development 

Corporation Steering Committee met a few weeks ago and discussed securing conversations with 

three or four organizations across greater Minnesota that have successful models that the 

Steering Committee could consider.   

 

GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
 

The General Manager had nothing additional to report. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nixon and seconded by Commissioner Hayenga to 

adjourn the meeting at 4:10 P.M.   

 

Upon a roll call vote, the following Commission members voted aye:  Deb Weg, Mike Harmon, 

Kathy Hayenga, Chad Nixon and Randy Thompson 

 

Voting nay:  none 

 

Absent and not voting:  none 

 

President Weg declared the meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

Deb A. Scheidt 

Secretary to the Commission 


