
 

WATER AND LIGHT COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 6, 2020 
 

The regular meeting of the Water and Light Commission was called to order in the Worthington 

Public Utilities Conference Room at 3:00 P.M. by President Debra Weg with the following 

members present:   Michael Harmon, Kathy Hayenga, Chad Nixon and Randy Thompson 

 

Staff members present were Scott Hain, General Manager; Deb Scheidt, Secretary to the 

Commission 

 

Others present:  None 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS/CLOSURE 

 

Scott Hain, General Manager, requested the following changes to the agenda:   

 Delete Case Item #2 - Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) Year-In-Review 

 Add Case Item #2 - Point Source Implementation Grant Program Resolution 

 Add Case Item #3 - Professional Services Agreement for South Shore Lift Station and 

Sanitary Sewer Preliminary Engineering 

 Move existing Case Items #3 – #6 to Case Items #4 - #7  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hayenga, seconded by Commissioner Nixon and 

unanimously carried to close the agenda with the requested changes. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Harmon, seconded by Commissioner Thompson and 

unanimously carried to approve the consent agenda as follows: 

 

 Water and Light Commission minutes of the regular meeting held on June 1, 2020 

 Staff reports for May 2020 

 Utility bills payable totaling $398,023.85 for June 5, June 12, June 19, June 26 and July 

3, 2020 

 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND SALES REPORTS 
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Harmon, seconded by Commissioner Nixon and 

unanimously carried to accept the financial statements and sales reports for May 2020. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (EDA) APPOINTMENT 

 

As discussed at the June 1, 2020, regular meeting, the City is in the process of reforming the 

current structure of the Economic Development Authority (EDA) which would include 

expanding the current five member Board to a seven member Board.  The new seven member 
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board would consist of the five City Council members, the Mayor and one Water and Light 

Commission member. 

 

Scott Hain, General Manager, reported that the City will be holding a public hearing regarding 

the new EDA structure on July 13, 2020, and stated that a Commission representative would 

need to be appointed to the EDA board prior to the public hearing. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hayenga, seconded by Commissioner Harmon and 

unanimously carried to appoint Commissioner Thompson as the Water and Light Commission 

representative to the EDA board. 

 

POINT SOURCE IMPLEMENTATION GRANT PROGRAM RESOLUTION 

 

On June 19, 2017, the Commission approved entering into an agreement with Bolton & Menk 

for the continued development of a facility plan for upgrades to the municipal wastewater 

treatment facility and on April 20, 2020, passed a resolution to receive and accept the plan.   

 

Scott Hain, General Manager, reported that the State of Minnesota has established a Point Source 

Implementation Grant (PSIG) Program to provide some level of funding for wastewater 

treatment plant upgrades related to biological nutrient removal.  Mr. Hain presented the 

Commission with a copy of a resolution authorizing the City of Worthington to submit a PSIG 

application to the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority and to authorize City officials to execute 

a grant agreement on behalf of the City of Worthington for the municipal wastewater treatment 

facility improvements.  The deadline for the PSIG application is July 31, 2020.  Since the City is 

the bonding authority as established in the City charter, the resolution would need to be 

presented to the City Council for consideration at their July 13, 2020, regular meeting.  

Submission of the PSIG application does not constitute any commitment on the part of the City 

of Worthington or Worthington Public Utilities but simply gets us in line for consideration of 

potential funding. 

 

After discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Thompson, seconded by Commissioner 

Hayenga and unanimously carried to formally recommend that the City Council pass the 

resolution authorizing the City of Worthington to submit a PSIG application to the Minnesota 

Public Facilities Authority and to authorize City officials to execute a grant agreement on behalf 

of the City of Worthington for the municipal wastewater treatment facility improvements. 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR SOUTH SHORE LIFT STATION 

AND SANITARY SEWER PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING 
 

Scott Hain, General Manager, reviewed the proposed Professional Services Agreement 

(Amendment #7) between Bolton & Menk and Worthington Public Utilities for the South Shore 

Lift Station project.   The scope of work identified in the agreement includes a review of the 

condition and capacity of the existing sanitary sewer pipe, a basic field survey to determine 

existing pipe slopes, a review of historic lift station pumping records to chart average and peak 

flows, a review of future needs of the lift station service area, analysis of the condition and 
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capacity data, a recommendation on the need to rehabilitate or replace the pipe and development 

of preliminary pump sizing and electrical needs.  The work will be completed at an hourly rate 

and will not exceed $9,500 without prior authorization from Worthington Public Utilities. 

 

Mr. Hain reported there is no funding included in the 2020 Wastewater Department budget but 

stated there are adequate wastewater reserves to fund the project. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hayenga, seconded by Commissioner Nixon and 

unanimously carried to enter into the Professional Services Agreement (Amendment #7) with 

Bolton & Menk for the South Shore Lift Station project to be completed at an hourly rate and not 

to exceed $9,500 without prior authorization from Worthington Public Utilities. 

 

LEWIS & CLARK REGIONAL WATER SYSTEM (LCRWS) ANNUAL MEETING 

PRESENTATION 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Lewis & Clark Regional Water System (LCRWS) held an 

abbreviated Annual Meeting prior to the regular monthly Board of Directors meeting on June 25, 

2020.  Scott Hain, General Manager, presented the slideshow prepared by the LCRWS Executive 

Director for the Annual Meeting to the Commission. 

 

PROJECT UPDATE 

 

Scott Hain, General Manager, presented an update on the biological treatment project, the 

Diagonal Road Shop renovation project, the JBS freezer expansion, wastewater permitting and 

site options for the Wastewater Department facility improvement project. 

 

MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES (MRES) MUNICIPAL POWER 

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 

 

Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) will be holding their Municipal Power Leadership 

Academy in Sioux Falls on Wednesday and Thursday, September 16-17, 2020, at the Sioux Falls 

Clubhouse Hotel & Suites.  Commissioners Harmon and Hayenga have attended in the past.  

Commissioners Weg, Nixon and Thompson expressed an interest in attending the 2020 event. 

 

GENERAL MANAGER PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

  

The employment agreement between Scott Hain, General Manager, and the Water and Light 

Commission provides for an annual evaluation of the General Manager’s performance.  Mr. 

Hain’s anniversary date of hire as General Manager is August 1.   

 

Commission members were provided with copies of the evaluation form to be completed and 

brought to the July 20, 2020, regular meeting and turned in to President Weg for a compilation of 

results.  The results will be discussed at the August 10, 2020, regular meeting. 
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COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Nixon reported that the Housing Committee received an email from Jason 

Brisson, Assistant City Administrator/Director of Economic Development, requesting a response 

of support to develop a draft covenant for the Dugdale residential housing project.  A copy of the 

existing covenant for the adjoining Glenwood Heights addition was provided to the committee. 

 

Commissioners Hayenga and Harmon participated in the Nobles Economic Opportunity Network 

(NEON) Zoom meeting on June 18, 2020. 

 

Commissioner Weg reported that the Worthington Regional Economic Development 

Corporation (WREDC) Steering Committee recently held virtual visits with the Greater Mankato 

Growth Organization on June 29, 2020, and the City of Willmar on June 30, 2020, to discuss 

their economic development models. 

 

GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
 

The General Manager had nothing additional to report. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Nixon, seconded by Commissioner Hayenga and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 5:05 P.M.  President Weg declared the meeting 

adjourned. 

 

 

 

Deb A. Scheidt 

Secretary to the Commission 


