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The regular meeting of the Water and Light Commission was called to order at 3:00 P.M. in the Worthington Public Utilities Conference Room by President Debra Weg, with the following members present: Kathy Hayenga, Chad Nixon, Mike Fury, and Amy Ernst.

Staff members present were Scott Hain, General Manager; Eric Roos, Utility Coordinator; and Kristy Taylor, Secretary to the Commission

Others present:  Chloe Farnsworth, The Globe

AGENDA ADDITIONS/CLOSURE

Commissioner Fury made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hayenga, to close the agenda as presented, and the motion carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED

A motion was made by Commissioner Ernst, seconded by Commissioner Nixon, and unanimously carried to approve the consent agenda as follows:

· Water and Light Commission minutes of the regular meeting held on September 8, 2026
· Staff reports for August
· Utility bills payable totaling $78,353.27 for September 11 and September 18, 2026

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND SALES REPORTS

A motion was made by Commissioner Hayenga, seconded by Commissioner Ernst, and unanimously carried to accept the financial statements for July 2026.

2027 EMPLOYEE INSURANCE RENEWALS

General Manager Hain gave an update from the joint City Council / W&L Commission Compensation Committee meeting that was held on September 16, 2026.

OWATONNA PUBLIC UTILITIES RATE COMPARISON STUDY

Scott Hain, General Manager, presented the results of the Owatonna Public Utilities electric and water rate comparison study for the period of July 2025 through June 2026.  Based on the information included in the survey, Worthington ranked second lowest in cost in the residential, commercial, and industrial electric cost comparisons.  Fourteen electric utilities were surveyed, including eleven municipal utilities, two rural electric cooperatives, and one investor-owned utility.  

In the water cost comparisons, Worthington ranked third lowest in cost in the residential, fourth lowest in cost in the commercial, and middle for industrial when compared with twelve other water utilities.

PROJECT UPDATE

Mr. Hain reported on the following items:

· Third Avenue Project
· Sixth Avenue – Storm Sewer Project
· Fertilizer Plant in Brewster
· Budget Schedule
· Wells Fargo Building
· Fiber Network Meeting


MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES (MRES) AREA MEETING

Missouri River Energy Services will be holding its area fall meeting on October 29, 2026, in Sioux Falls, SD.  A discussion was held on attending.

COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS

There were no Commission committee reports.

GENERAL MANAGER REPORT

General Manager Hain had nothing additional to report.


ADJOURNMENT

President Weg declared the meeting adjourned at 3:39 P.M.



Kristy Taylor
Secretary to the Commission

